ENOCH EXPOSES HIMSELF 


IITUD STICKS, and we are always 
embarrassed if one of our 
enemies says something approving 
of our activiiies- How we squirm 
when a Liberal or a Socialisi takes 
up the cry for "w^orkers" contror, 
for example, when we Attoiv that 
anarcho-syndicalists are the only 
ones who really mean workers in 
control of industry instead of wor^ 
kers - participation - in - the - control - 
of - industry - under - the- supervision* 
of - the - government. Even when 
anarchistic attitudes are obhquely 
referred to with so-called approval, 
we feel uncomfortable, if it is from 
an obvious supporter of govermnent. 
Last weekend, for example, Mr. Ted 
Heath told Young Conservatives 
(isn't this a misnomer, by the way— 
aren't all Conservatives decrepit, 
whatever their birth certificates 
might say?) that he has 'No quarrel 
with those who question authority. 
It is right that our institutions should 
be challenged to explain and justify 
the principles on which they oper¬ 
ate". An interesting quote, and one 
we must remember, just in case Mr. 
Heath's party win the next election. 

Our raised eyebrows came down 
again. howe\^er. on reading the next 
paragraph, where the leader of the 
Toiy^ Party ran true to form: ‘Whal 
is not right is that those who have a 
duly to these insiitulions—be they 
trade union leaders or university 
vice-chancellors -— should react to 


this challenge by abdicating iheir 
authority and their responsibilities.’ 

So we end up with a typical poli¬ 
tician’s gambit—the sop to liber¬ 
tarian principles, followed with the 
reminder that they must never be 
allowed to prevail \ For wlial is up¬ 
setting so many politicians at present 
is the evidence that the weapons of 
direct action^—of direct challenge to 
authority—are so much more effec¬ 
tive than going through the ‘proper 
channels of negotiation", etc., etc 

THE UNFORGIVABI.E 
TEACHERS 

Nothing has underlined tliis, and 
incidentally nothing has engendered 
more Tory bitterness, than the 
teachers' triumph. In the first place, 
that a middle-class "professional' 
body should resort to methods tradi¬ 
tionally used only by ‘workers'— 
this w'ES a cruel betrayal of niiddle- 
class snobbery. Secondly, it creates 
a dangerous precedcni in that it 
breaks the division between the 
middle and lower classes, which 
hitherto has meant that in fact and 
by virtue of default, the middle class 
has supported the upper class In its 
never-ending war against the wor¬ 
kers. Thirdly, the even more 
dangerous precedent of practising 
solidarity and learning the techniques 
of direct action, and, fourthly, and 
unforgivably, the teachers WON! 

And in winning and going through 


the actions whicli led to their vic¬ 
tory, a great deal of experience has 
been accumulated hy the teachers. 
They can now assess, on the basis 
of their own treatment by the Press, 
for instance, the value of Press re¬ 
porting on trade dilutes. A month 
ago the London Evei^^^g Standard was 
telling the NUT that it had lost the 
sympathy of the public and that it 
should settle for the 'generous' offer 
already made—which was for £85! 
Further militancy (would alienate 
further and get them le.ss! Now the 
teachers know the [value of such 
views—and can apply them to the 
next strike by dockfers or railway- 
men or dustmen. (The one great 
lesson the teachers ^i\\ have learnt 
from their action is ^ solidarity—not 
only with ^ch other, but with their 
children's parents and with all those 
at the receiving end of authority. 

And this, of course, is what 
authority fears: sbJidarity. Dividing 
makes ruling so easy—unity makes 
it so difficult. Hence the attempts 
all the time to divide the "militants' 
from the 'silent majority', attempts 
which are clearly buijding up inio a 
sustained and hyste^caf campaign 
by the Tories in" the ^run-up to the 
clccdon. — —-- 

LUNATIC FRINGE BENEFIT 

In this connection we want to say a 
great big "Thank You' to Mr. Enoch 
Powell who IS in the process of do- 


Sludenl Hies, 
Student Hots, 
Student Fnrce 


ryHE CONTROVERSY over poliiical 
^ files being held by Hritish universilies 
cominucs—with students holding oocu- 
pillions of university buildings isnd de¬ 
manding iissurances ffom the authorities 
that all documenLs be made available 
for scrudny. 

The wave of action which has followed 
in the wake of the W^arwick disclosures 
has. perhaps, held up the process of 
serious thinking about the files issue, 
trtimediale actions such us sit-ins, taken 
without a great deal of tiiought, have 
tended to hinder the emergence of a 
class analysis of the qut:9Lion of ihc 
keeping of potitical files. 

Basicady, the position is this. The 
documcnis seized by student:; at War¬ 
wick show that that Linivcrsiiy is an 
institution totally integrated with and 
beholden to. big business. Bui the 
reaction of the sludenl world—including 
the student iefr groups—has been, in 
my opinion, downright bourgeois. It 
amounts, in effect, to a more than usually 
militant display of our old friend—the 
outraged middic-dass conscience. The vast 
majority of student militants’ restrict their 
political operations to campus matters: 
sexual freedom; accommodation prob¬ 
lems; the content of courses—il is upon 
these issues (entirely or almost entirely) 
peripheral to the class struggle, that 
student unrest has based itself 

!i becomes noticeable, upon a reading 
of the Warwick documents, that what 
really worries capitalist industry and 


its academic puppeis is that element of 
the student population {and university 
slufF) who engage in class politics and 
who advocate direct action, not over 
ihe head of Ihc prices at the university 
library tea machine, but in the factories, 
offices and shops of this country. 

Do the protesters seriously believe 
lhai it is possible to be a socialist, 
communist, unarchisi, 'Trotskyist, etc., 
and mtt be featured in the system’s 
files’^ 

There appears to exist, among the 
students, a large body of opinion which 
considers the keeping of files to be 
somehow ■immoror 

Our answer would be that these 
comrades musi realise that capitalism 
is immoral, that so^fernmimt is immorul 
and that the only morality ever ob¬ 
served by British capitalism is the 
morality of profit; the ethics of live 
per cent, 

The issue of files goes far beyond 
the universities and the sludenl left iu 
rapidly isolaling itself by its total failure 
to present the working class with the 
political issues involved In this struggle 
and with any form of coherent critique 
thereon MiHimis of people in this 
country are being watched—by the 
Special Branch and by various em¬ 
ployers’ organisations such an the 
Economic League. 

Not one word of this and the lessons 
from rt has been whispered by the ’left’ 
groups currently attempting to arouse 


and control the student protest—namely 
the International Marxist Group; Inter¬ 
national Socialism and the Socialist 
Labour League* These groups, usually 
vehement in their attacks upon an¬ 
archists and other Ijbertarians as ‘non- 
theorists', ‘adventurists’, etc., have been 
caught with their ideological knickers 
down and appear to be in grave danger 
of vanishing up the arsehole of a 
middle-class protest based upon liberal/ 
bourgeois sentiments. Are the 'vanguiird 
of Ihc working class’ (for thus they 
call themselves) going to be found at 
Ihe head of a mob. whose main worry 
in thai they won’t get a good job as 
the personnel manager of 1C I because 
they once said *Boo’ to teacher? 

The SLL, to be fair, has suggested 
the formation of joint committees be¬ 
tween students and trade unionists to 
do (an undelined) ‘something' about the.se 
files. But who ll be the 'trade unionists'? 

With reasonable certainly, we may 
presume this slogan to refer lo the 
All Trades Union Alliance—which, on 
Sundays, becomes the SLL. The poli¬ 
ticos arc in on this like tomcats in a 
dustbin with the lid olT. All the Marxist 
jargon about ‘students must turn to the 
class struggle', etc., goes by llie board 
when there appears a possibility for 
these groups to gain recruils and lake 
over a slruggle—even when the recruits 
arc bourgeois recruits and the struggle 
an isolated issue Loially unlinked by the 
participants und ihcir leadership to the 
Central class issue. 

Ah long us cnpllafifin cxhk, there xvill 
exist people who oppose caiiJlalism, 
’rhese people will be shut, jailed, tried, 
exiled, beaten, betrayed, [umged. hrain- 
washed—and ffied. 

Under attack, capital km ilefcnds itself 
with alt the guile and cialliness that it 
devotes to accumulating wealth and 
power—il can only be defeated by the 
conscious and mtotnmous action of the 
working class. In that itruggte, studenix 
cun piay a vital role and consideration 
of what that role can be will prove 
a vastly more productive course of 
action than sitting in draughty offices 
playing follow-my-Icuder with the 57 
diflcrcnt brands of i roEskyUt morons, 

There’s a place lor you, comrade 
student, rn your local anarchist group. 

UN S. SUTUCltLAND. 


ing us much more good than harm. 
Having placed himself out oil the 
lunatic fringe of the Tory Party— 
and a very wide fringe it is too— 
anything he says now will rebound 
lo the benefit of those he attacks. 
Nothing has done more than his 
speeches to strengthen the anti- 
racialist movement and draw sup¬ 
port, even for extreme tactics like 
the anti-Springbofc campaign, from 
moderate opinion of all shades. 
While that section of the Tories who 
seek to w'oo the centre for election 
purposes must squirm at Enoch's 
honesty, the rest of us can only re¬ 
joice at his political stupidity. We 
much prefer our Tories to be seen 
to be Tories! 

Hence we are delighted when 
Enoch talks about student anarchy! 
Even though we know he is getting 
it wrong, the fact that he is con¬ 
demning Qs can only be good pro¬ 
paganda. Certainly, it will attract 
some support for the Tories from 
skinheads of all ages and classes; 
Enoch is playing, still, the typical 
fascist role of the defender of the 
nation against al! disruption and 
undermining of any kind. In soft- 
pedalling on the colour question for 
The time being, he is showing un- 
characterisEic discretion, but perhaps 
he has finally heard his own deafen¬ 
ing clangers, whilst in jumping on 
the Loranordcr bandwagon he is 
joining the ultra-respectable Quintin 
Hogg and the ultra-safe Edward 
Heath. 

As usual Enoch is a confused liar. 
Hence we get: "The essential in¬ 
gredient of the success of anarchy 
in its new form is the enslavement 
of the majority by a tiny minority." 


(Pretty good from a Tory poliiician!) 
But then later on, we get: The 
assertion is commonly made that the 
great majority of students are not 
involved and do not approve. No¬ 
thing could be more mistaken. 
These things can only happen be¬ 
cause the majority allow themselves 
to be taken for a ride and, having 
uncritically swallowed the anarchist 
assumptions, positively enjoy it. We 
find, not a few dozen, but literally 
thousands of students, from Swansea 
10 Manchester, ranging themselves 
on the side of the violent and dis¬ 
orderly as soon as there is any 
question of discipline being restored.' 
And further: "There is no rational 
justification for students to partici¬ 
pate in the academic, administrative 
or disciplinary management of the 
universities.' 

In other words: you do as you 
are told! If you don't, you are a 
sucker for the anarchists^—which 
you will positively enjoy! 

We thank you Mr. Powell, Thank 
you for making your own love of 
freedom so dear lo us. We know 
the freedom you want to send the 
wogs home. We know how you 
want to let supply and demand soUc 
the housing problem—and the devil 
take the hindmost. You have now 
exposed yourself to the students, 
who already find you detestable any¬ 
way, as being in favour simply of 
old-fashioned discipline in an cduca- 
Cional system for producing profit- 
fodder for your old-fashioned capi¬ 
talism—unjust, greedy and squalid 
as ever. 

And for naming the anarchists as 
the ones you dislike the most’—thank 
you Mr. Powell! Justin* 


OCCUPATION & CONTROL 


rpHE CARPENTERS SACKED on the 
John Laing's site at St. Thomas" 
Hospital, Lambeth, are stiil maititaining 
their picket line. Official support was 
withdrawn following an agreement be¬ 
tween the Executive Council of the 
Amalgamated Society of Woodworkers 
and Laings w^hich allows a labour-only 
sub-contractor. Whelan and Grant, to 
continue on the site, with these 'Lump' 
men becoming members of the unton. 

Naturally the pickets and other mem¬ 
bers of the ASW are enraged about this 
decision, white the pauiters, whose union 
recently amalgumated with the wood¬ 
workers, are also concerned about the 
behaviuur of the EC. 

Two weeks ago. in an effort to do 
something about it, over 200 carpenters, 
many of whom had voted the previous 
day on the jobs to support the St. 
Thomas’ Hospital picket and came from 
the Barbican and Horseferry Road site.s. 
went to their union headquarters al 
Clapham Common A vote was taken 
that the iiHual small delegation should be 
dispenxetl with and we should all go in 
to n^ect the EC. So instead of standing 
outside in the cold, members occupied 
Iho lu.xurious oak-panclted and carpeted 
boardroom wliere the EC conduct their 
business (sic). 

The police were called to eject us 
from (he premises, but were told by us 
in no uncertain terms to get out of "ouri 
building. They did in fact leave and 
EC members realised that they would 
have to agree to our terms. A six-man 
delegation met them while the rest of 
the lads waited in the hall just outside 
the boardroom. The delegation put our 
case and the outcome was that our points 
of view would be pul before the fid I EC 
on Iho Foffowine Wednesday. We left 
the building with the cry, 'wc will be 


back’ and so the next week carpenters 
and painters, with a few ‘brickies' and 
labourers mmed up to face the full EC* 

THE second occupation 

A heavy faff of snow, police and 
lacked doors greeted us, bur undeterred 
and following a breakfast at a nearby 
cafe, we again entered 'our' building. 
This time we saw the Geneml Secretary, 
George Smith, who, with the assistance 
of the police, tried to present us from 
entering the main hall. Members told 
him exactly how they felt about the 
St. Thomas' dispute and Ihe recent 
manoeuvres to revise the General Rules 
of the union. We left following an agree- 
menl that the pickets from St. Thomas' 
should meet the Executi%‘e Council after 
lunch. 

When vve returned at % p.m., we were 
told the outcome of that meeting which 
was that the EC would not discuss the 
dispute under the present circumstances 
and that other matters had to be looked 
into before any decision was taken. 
Members were the LC 

was unwilling to discuss the di.spute with 
the pickets* ATt promises for discussions 
made that day and the previous week 
had been broken because the EC were 
too scared La face the mcmbei-ship. 

We went straight to the boardroom to 
meet the EC and members had the satis^ 
faction of teiling these grey-faced bureau¬ 
crats exactly what they thought of them,' 
Many men spoke of their ideafs, their 
dreams of what trade unionism should 
be. of feelings of solidarity for fellow 
workers and how these men seated in 
this oak-panelled room had made a 
mockery^ of it. Moved by the occasion, 
many a man who in the past has 
stumbled and expressed himself hesi- 
Cofttinaed om pmgfi 2 














TT'S TAKEN Ihe popular movie makers 
^ a curiously long time to wise up to 
the possibilities of the hippie/dropout 
scene. First there was Easy Rider, now 
^!ice*s Restmtrant, and if the money 
these are making is anything to go by* 
a spate of more to come. However* 
it's probably just because the popular 
cinema has chosen to move into this 
area so late fn the day that much of 
what these films have to say seems 
dated, prone to cliche and the cloyingly 
obvious. 

Alice's Restaurant is a translation of 
the various loose episodes of Arlo 
Guthrie's protracted talking blues into 
cinema—pretty Technicolor cinema, di¬ 
rected by a real Holl>'wood professional 
It covers Arlo's attempt to dodge the 
draft by signing on at college, his 
brief and disastrous stay there* clashes 
with cops and local thicks, his drift 
away* a brief encounter with a hot 
gospel show* a few folk club scenes, 
a bnish with a groupie, interludes in 
arty New York* brief visits to his 
father, Woody, slowly dying in hospital 
his experiences when the Draft Board 
finally catches up with him and at a 
community, of which the 'Alice's Restau¬ 
rant' of the title is a moneymaking 
adjunct. 

Formally, the film is fast moving and 
loosely episodic: a five minute guide 
to the Scene, a comprehensive but quick 
inventory of hippie activities, preoccu¬ 
pations and dilemmas. It aims to catch 
the sweep and surface colour impres¬ 
sionistically* but fails to go below and 
adequately examine the real problems 
and issues that underlie the phenomenon. 
Essentially superficial, it deals mainly 
in terms of easy jokes* stock situations, 
sentimentality, slick photography and 
echoes of phoney Hollywood movie¬ 
making. 

Some of the first scenes arc quite 
impres-sive, particularly those in which 
Arlo, in long hair and toting the man- 
datorj- guitar, is harassed by some very 
mean cops, and shortly afterwards, is 
beaten up by a gang of thicks in a 
cafe. These are potent and very sig¬ 
nificant experiences, ones familiar to 
many modem young people who have 
taken the alternative road and often 
crucial for them, leaving deep psycho¬ 
logical marks. But they don't seem to 
touch Arlo; nothing seems to touch 
Arlo. He moves on through the film 
with a blithe smile and a toss of his 
mane, fulsomcly greeted with a ‘Hullo* 
ArloF wherever he turns up, and ap¬ 
parently always confident of ^'s manifest 
destiny as an avatar of the New Thing, 
or perhaps merely of being famous. 

In fact he seems to play the part of 
the musical superstar figure of the 
standard Hollywood type: the person 
whose charismatic presence unifies the 
film and lends it a touch of magic, 
but who is essentially only a figurehead, 
aomeone not expected to be a living, 
developing* or even an acted* character. 
Which may be all right in, say, an 
Elvis film, but inappropriate in one which 
purports to be something more— 
especially as jt*s doubtful whether Arlo 
has that kind of charisma anyway. 

The makers of the film have fell free 
to make much capital out of Arlo's 
being Woody's son and possibly prone 
lo the hereditary disease that is killing his 
father. The most that came lo be read 
into this is that it is an altempt to relate 
the hippie movement to its roots in 
the old radical labour movement in 
which Woody played his useful part 
But even though Pete Sceger is thrown 
in as a bonus this doesn't really amount 


UKE’S BESTMHUNI 


FILM REVIEW 


to much Perhaps the director couldn't 
afford (o let ri: alter all, the Wobblics 
and the Okies were really something, 
had big problems—could the hippies 
match up to ihem? The worst of it 
is* however, that they do come on 
here with some very painful sentj- 
mentalfty, as when, for instance, the 
actress playing Woody's wife outlines 
her husband's anti-funerary wishes. 

The Draft Board scenes have been 
hailed as the most successful and praised 
for therr humour. True* Arlo docs 
have a passable line in easygoing* faintly 
ironic humour, but compared with* say* 
Dr. Strangelovc, it's pretty slight stuff. 
More than anything else it turns out 


being more or Ids the ,stock cowboy 
type taken out of some Hollywood prop 
cupboard* dusted down and given an 
extra inch of sidthurn and hair—you 
keep expecting him to lift the lapel of 
his Levi jacket to flash a shcrilT's star. 
As for his lines* these reach an all time 
high in embarras^ng cljch6 and senti¬ 
mentality : 

'At last—a place where we can 
be ourselves I' he exclaims as he rushes 
into the church for the first time. 

And later, after Shelly's death: 

'I guess our beauty just wasn’t 
getting through to him,' 

As for the other members of the 
community, they at‘c just extras, vacuous 


as an exercise in a spry kid making cyphers dolled up in the appropriate 


a mockery of fuddy-duddy bureaucracy* 
definitely not as a confrontation with 
the agencies of a massive murder 
machine. Afterwards Arlo glibly assures 
us that he guesses he would have had 
the guts to go to jail had it come to that 

The saddest thing about the film, 
however, is that the community episodes, 
which could have amounted to something 
really interesting, arc given the same 
snappy, slight treatment that the other 
parts of the film receive. While those 
are pretty flimsy anyway and it suits 
them well enough, the community is 
something altogether more complex and 
demands a more penetrating approach* 
which lacking it turns out very un¬ 
sat isfyingly. 

The community is housed in a de¬ 
consecrated church bought by Alice and 
her husband, Ray. They set about trans¬ 
forming it into a place after their own 
heart; people arrive; things start to 
happen. They hold a thanksgiving ser¬ 
vice* rescue an old friend, Shelly, from 
Bellevue, who doubles as resident junkie- 
ncurotic in the community. Alice opens 
her restaurant* sleeps with Shelly. They 
go swimming, to grass track meetings. 
Arlo has a couple of girls* gels into 
trouble with the law for dumping litter 
and is fined. Alice cracks up and escapes 
for a few days. Shelly slinks back 
to junk, for which Ray beats him up 
and generally comes on authoritarian* 
generating bad vibrations in the com¬ 
munity and causing Shelly to flee back 
to New York, where he dies of junk. 
His funeral is a pretty scene in a 
snowy cemetery and Joni Mitchell sings 
a sentimental song. The bad vibrations 
are still there, however, and Alice and 
Ray organise a pagan hippie wedding 
in an effort to combat them. Unsuc¬ 
cessfully: people begin to filter away. 
Eventually even Arlo splits. 

Alice and Ray are the twin poles around 
which the community is built. Both 
parts are played by professional actors. 
Alice (Pat Qt^inn) is the better per¬ 
formance, She is the matriarchal figure 
who succours the needy and generally 
holds things together. She is portrayed 
as something of a go I den-hearted tart, 
but there is, however* enough genuine 
warmth and sensitivity in Pat Quinn's 
p^ormance to make her engaging and 
credible. Not so her huband Ray, He 
is played big and loud by James 
Broderick* who seems to conceive of the 
elder liippic as a kind of hearty* back- 
slapping lush assaulting all and sundry 
with a raucous bonhomie that's meant 
to pass for flower-power love. It's 
miles out. He isn't even visually credible, 
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gear and given the occasional glib line* 
Even the most prominent. Shelly* the 
junkie* is undeveloped and no attempt 
IS made to exaniine the roofs of his 
addiction. He merely displays a scries 
of commonplace and rather overdone 
psychotic symptoms; his dcalh is too 
predictable to have any real impact 
So many mattflrs of vital importance 
to the business of community living are 
raised and thca left hanging in the 
air, mere hints frustratingly undeveloped. 
For instance* when Alice cracks up it's 
because the main- burden of keeping the 
community going has been falling on her 
shoulders and she can't take it any 
more. Exactly Kow she has been para¬ 
sitica lly sucked dry isn't filled in. Nor 
are Ihe conflicts- that finally bring the 
community down. The demise seems 
to have its roof| in Ray's bustup with 


Shelly, which is ostensibly over Shelly’s 
return to junk, but there may be jealousy 
involved for Shelly has slept with Alice. 
The matter is skated over. Then there 
is the matter of the great flower-power 
wedding that is arranged in an attempt 
to make things right. For a time it 
seems a good enough raveup, although 
a lot of what is thrown in is pretty 
sick-making: the over-lusty oration by 
the pagan priest presiding, for instance 
—‘Do you take this man to be your 
lawful lovin' man?' etc. But I hen 
people start to go. At first this seems 
just as though those who'vc dropped 
down for the day arc going home, but 
then it becomes apparent that they are 
Leaving. Just why* however, isn't really 
made clear. Ray frantically tries to 
work up some sort of feeling, but fails. 
Again, why? Is it him? fa it them? 
TTicy’re such nebulous characters that 
it*s impossible to say. Perhaps the 
director doesn't even know. The last 
shot, a poetic one of Alice standing 
wistfully on the steps of the empty 
church with the wind blowing out her 
veil, is held* and held, and held, as 
though the director is trying to work 
out what to say next. Tben the film 
cuts abruptly* suggesting he hasn't found 
it. And if it's meant to be enigmatic 
it still isn't good enough: no clear 
questions have been posed anyway— 
it's as confused as that. 

The community's relationship with the 
outside world—with the small New 
England town of Stockdale* to be precise 
—also jars. Knowing what we do of 


American small-town prejudice and in¬ 
tolerance* and having already teen Arlo 
harassed and beaten up* some sort of 
conflict is to he expected. Not so 
The hippie community is made to seem 
outwardly some sort of zany* olTbcat 
family whose zestful, wacky charm wias 
from the locals—represented mainly by 
Obie* the incredibly malleable cop—a 
kind of grudging acceptance, possibly even 
some strange sort of aflection. Beyond 
the suggestion that it is something to 
do with Alice's winning ways, we arc 
not told how this miracle was accom¬ 
plished. That hippies and straight 
society can coexist alongside is a nice 
idea, but somehow, one feels, not as 
easily accomplished as this. 

There is something else that is pro¬ 
foundly dissatisfying about the com¬ 
munity episodes: they really do not 
manage to create an impression of 
something new, experimental* youthfully 
vigorous. There is no emotional potency 
to the thing at all. In fact it is all 
rather tired and flat* artificial, pathetic 
even. As the hippies, all dressed in 
their beads and flowers and caftans* 
make with their new pagan rituals, the 
point of Frank Zappa's scathing attacks 
becomes acutely apparent. 

When I went into the cinema I 
optimistically hoped it was to see hip 
youth breaking into the world of square 
movies, opening it up and giving it a 
lifegrving infusion of that vitality and 
freshness that they have imparted lo 
other areas. As I came out T realised 
it had been the old square cinema 
invading the hippie scene and reducing it 
to superficial pulp for mass entertain¬ 
ment Mentioning this to a friend, he 
was surprised that I should have expected 
anything else. He thought the film 
was light, witty and pleasant to watch 
—he enjoyed it John Snelfino. 
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Occupation 

Cuntiiiued from page 1 

tantly now became eloquent. Wc spoke 
of many things, of the industry* demo¬ 
cracy, our union and as 6 p.m. approached 
a vole was taken on what our next move 
should be. It was resolved that wc 
should leave the building and return in 
a fortnight to support a demonstration 
called in defence of trade union demo¬ 
cracy. An amendment to continue the 
present occupation was made* but this 
was defeated by 3 or 4 voles. Wc asked 
that the police should leave the building 
before we did and this was arranged. 

RULES REVISION BALLOT 

What is important about these recent 
events is that members are seeing exactly 
how far the union leaders are prepared 
to go with the employers. The willing¬ 
ness of George Smith and the Executive 
Council to do a deal with Laings is tied 
up with their desire to have complete 
control of the union. A whole pro¬ 
gramme of rule changes which would 
extend this control and include appoint¬ 
ments of Regional Secretaries on a life 
basis was put to the vote and rejected 
by the members last December. How¬ 
ever* because the defeat was by so narrow 
a margin* the EC 'have decided to set 
aside the vole' and organise a new ballot 
which will include the members of the 


newly amalgamated painters' union and 
building technicians. In this way. the 
EC hope to get a difTercnt result. 

It could be said that they would like to 
extend the appointments system to include 
union organisers and this is borne out 
by the recent appointment of Mr. Chil¬ 
ton, following a selection interview at 
which the other four candidates were 
found to be 'unsuitable'. AH these five 
men had been nom inaid by branches and 
it was assumed that the usual election 
would follow. However our EC had 
other ideas and appointed their stooge 
rather than risk the possible election of 
an organiser who would try to do a 
good job of w^ork for the lads. 

Members are now becoming aware of 
the situation in our union and are tak¬ 
ing matters into their own hands to 
change things. This campaign by the 
rank and file to achieve control is only 
just beginning and in order to make this 
a reality ways and means must be formu¬ 
lated that will not only 'maintain our 
voice in union affairs'* but also give us 
complete control of our union. 

Help to maintain the picket at Sf. 
Thomas’ Hospital Send money to M. 
Kilkeley, 187 Merton Road. London, 
S.WJ9, 

P.T 

•From a leaflet calling for the demon¬ 
stration at the .ASW headquarters, issued 
by the Exhibition Stewards Committee. 


LETTER 

Soeiaty for 
ladividuol Freedom 

The Editors, 

Your fraternal eorrespondent Laurens 
Otter (February 14) labels the Society 
for Individual Freedom racialist. This 
vague description conveys a had smell 
and nuiiiy people are conditioned lo 
dihini.ss unylliing so described as indecent 
and iinworlby tff consideration or a 
fail hearing. One of ihc possible 
mL*uiiing*i of Ihe word ‘rncialisr reliics 
tfi Jiomelliifig wholly repugnant whereas 
anolhcf pu:,'ablt inuaMiiig h ahiiusi the 
o p pari 1’ 

Sim,* the Sll doc i not advocak* racial 
disLjiiuinaiiuu uninigiiition conlrul 
Its 'rucialiMu' ist (Husuiiiahly its HUpporl 
for IrcLdiifii i>l ttssocialion. mu.iniiit' hi‘t> 
dom lo chouse With whom lii assuciEUe. 
Cunscqucuily tlw Society opfuiscs the 
legislation uf recent y* ui v>hich i' 
oil the belief that lilierly It - i ipiu' uu 
than suppre!-*imii of di: crifi'i iion 

In Mime nscs l iCi. lrm i:- jiro^Oy 
ificompalihle wuh libertv .vluTcas in 
oilier sciivjsupprc' - osi is surely 
a gross dLiiial i i libe. ty VmiK] .u. 

archists not a Haw volnniarv comnninitics 
which chose tiicir nicmhcrsh ip on 
grouiuK of height, lanjiuapc, 

religion, skiH, elt\)? 

fljuccrcly. 

i^Vatfani, ifitts, ' R. 11 CAiiNAt.HAr^. 


Make Up Your Mind, Lord Stokes! 

L ast week* Lord Stokes* boss of 
British Leyland, largest car-building 
empire in Britain* complained bitterly 
about * Anarchy in the motor industry'. 

By which he meant wild-cat strikes which 
cost his firm many millions of pounds a 
year profits. BUT . . , 

Only last Autumn, the very same Lord 
Stokes, in a TV interview on the Motor 


Show (October 14, to be precise) said: 

‘If w-e could only run this country with¬ 
out govemment, that would be the end 
of all our iroulilcs., wouldn't it?* 

Now you must make up your mind, 
Lord, Anarchy is running the country 
without government. Can it be that you 
w'ant government for your workers, but 
not for yourself? 


IHEPRESENTMOMENTINEOUCAIION 

PAULGOODMAN 
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The Floodgates of Anarchy 


thk floodcates of anarchv 

by Stimn Christie utid Albert Mclticr. 
Kahn & Aver ill. February 1970^ 21/-. 

S UCH IS the niadability of this book 
that I reAtl it from cover lo cov^er in 
fi very short time. If 1 have delayed in 
revicwinII it. that h partly due to the 
difTrcuIty of critidsiop such a frank and 
extended expression of the sincere 
opinions of two of our most active mili¬ 
tants* Considcraiions of personal friend¬ 
ship and memories of past coTi\»er53tions 
ba\-e added to the djfricult>' of objective 
anah^is. but I suppose that this book 
will be the subject of argument and 
debate for a long time to come, so may¬ 
be the first hcsitatii comments upon it 
will soon be forgotten. 

The implicalion of the last sentence 
is that the opinions expressed by the 
authors are controversial (in fact this is 
the first point made by John Rct^^ too. 
in his review for last week's Peace News) 
—hut could they be otherwise? Only the 
most diluted and nebulous statement of 
anarchism could fail to raise a howl in 
some sections of our fragmentary and 
multi-faceted movement today, and W'hat- 
e\^r else one may criticize about this 
bool, one must give full credit to the 
authors for the blunt intransigence of 
their view^. 

The authors should also be praised for 
their attempt to write with humour, thus 
providing a balance between the serious¬ 
ness of the ideas expressed and the swash¬ 
buckling style of expression. Many a 


phrase or sentence lends itself w'Cll to 
quotation, but to illustrate the charac¬ 
teristic irony so often employed 1 have 
chosen the following: 

if nowadays we have a little more to 
lose than mere chains, so much the more 
reason for making sure of victory/ 

This is a very' fine sentence, and the 
witty allusion to the Communist Mani¬ 
festo is a salutary reminder that anar¬ 
chism was bom as a fighting movement 
at the time of the Fim International and 
remains a fighting movement today— 
despite what some of the strange people 
dancing around on the sidelines might 
say or think—with social revolution as 
its ultimate objective. 

I hope it is not necessary for me to 
spend very' much time listing the praise¬ 
worthy features of this book—particularly 
in a paper like Freedom- Stuart and 
Albert are too well-known, both in per¬ 
son and in print, for readers of this 
article to expect anything that wasn’t 
first-rate from them. What is mote to 
the point is to find the books weak 
points and give them a public airing so 
they can be ironed out in time for any 
subsequent editions or translations. 

There were many small things I 
objected to. but Til let them go and con¬ 
centrate on the more serious faults, the 
first of which is the carelessness and lack 
of precision in the way some points were 
made. Take a sentence like the following: 

'All forms of economic exploitation 
arise from the division between classes 
and the fact that man is robbed of the 


full value of his labour.' (p. 17.) 

Now if Ihc last p^n of this were true, 
and man' was Tobbed of the full value 
of his labour' then the human race would 
hax’e followed the dinosaurs into extinc¬ 
tion in no time flat! What the authors 
mean is that the productive classes arc 
robbed of part of the value of their 
labour, w^hich is a vital point, J agree, 
but this is no way to make it. In all 
fairness. I must say lhat most of the 
book is well wriUen, with lucidity and 
coherence, but that only makes the occa¬ 
sional lapses from good English (not to 
say good sense) more painfully obvious. 

Then there is Chapter S, "Do Classes 
Exist?' which is bad enough to be a 
satire on itself. In fact, everyone to 
whom I have so far showed this book 
has actually ended up laughing at this 
section. Even the typographical lay-out 
adds to this unwanted effect, for the 
chapter open.s with a fiourish of rhetori¬ 
cal questions, followed by an enormous 
empty circle taking up half a page. How¬ 
ever, this ts not a surrealist joke but a 
diagram of the class structure in early 
society, we are told. Six other circles 
follow, segmented in various ways to 
illustrate different social divisions through 
history, and 1 will pass on to the authors 
the advice of a friend of mine with a 
knowledge of physics who looked at 
diagram 5. labelled 'the ''geiger-oounter” 
of capitalism' and recommended them to 
have a look sometime at the pattern a 
geiger-counter actually makes, before 
tiy-ing to simulate it, ■ 


IT SHOULD HAPPEN TO THE ISLE OF DOGS 


I P DEiiPATCH 

I T CAME ,AT MIDNIGHT. While the 
world held its breath following the 
daring exploits of last W’cek when a 
London Traraport bus was prevented 
from getting* to its terminus on the 
island- the self-styled Prime Minister sent 
a postcard To Tower Hamlets Town Hall 
proclaiming UDl for the Isle of Dogs 
and repudfflung the suzerainry of Tower 
Hamlets which exercises power over that 
strip of the Conimonweakh on behalf 
of the Queen. 


DAILY WAIL 

It ii thought that the application of 
umedons will bring the rebel territory 



Supplement 

Pamphlets 

IE L4S1 ISSUE of "Freedom' this 
mimih nllJ include u four-page 
tuppleinecit wfaldi we (liink will oof only 
he of vIIhI intcreiif to imardiixtJi, bul 
will ako Kite a good iniroducfion to 
pcofile who ure oof to fminilhir with our 
ideal. 

tlw suppknienl will deul with llie IIvex 
of Haklion and Durruri. !H)fh acjivlfcl.'i 
who curried uut tbelr reviitutiomiry' Idbui 
end lueecedcd In bringiiiK ucuircby lo 
part.'i of Ihc UkrtiiiDc uitd Spnin retpcc- 
ilvely. It is not nteeui ms m complete 
dooiinciK of rijelr tlvci. hut we hofie U 
will verve both flie readert and geiienil 
puhtlc alike ms an Itilrodudioti to tbew 
men and ihe Mruggks in whidi Ihey took 
parr. 

It will be printed in xucti a way ihm 
by Folding and tuttfflg tnu uf these foUfx 
it will foiin ail eii'lit-page pamphlet 
wbid) cfiii be »old on il'i own lo (be 
weeU and nmciiUs folkriving pohNeaiton. 
Jf h nur iiitcnlion to do Further supple- 
nieuts in Tlih form and fiilure subjects 
wilt include new Irunshiliuiix of writings 
of Kropnikin and b re-write of n lerture 
on the life of iMnillano /apato and liix 
laxobeiiiem in tln^ Mi'xiujm revolutiuu, 
whirli was Riven at u iiiectiiig of ilie 
Ixmdnn Anarriibif firoup. We uKu Jo- 
teiid tu prmiure a folder for tlieiw pnm* 
phltti %o tliMt they nm> be kept for 
addition lo the lihnny ol Anitrrliiwl 

ritlfiRSr 

We feci they will be impoitniir pulili- 
rtiitom jttid siinuid he read hy the puhlic 
at large, Peiiiapx Rruupt^ and ludividual' 
eomrade^ will order separate copies of 
tbe pumpblet, on d sale or return bniria. 
In order to adtieve (Iiik. 11 w ill be priced 
at 9d. per copy. Wc think tluit this is u 
nofthwhile veiiiLifc mid with your help 
will prove a success. 

EDITORS- 



to its knees. It is not known whether 
or not Lbc Governmem and Tower 
Hamlets Council will apply sanctians 
since the Isle is dependent on the 
mainland for its food supplies, its elec¬ 
tricity and gas. However it has plentiful 
supplies of Thames water and has 
several manufacturing plants well-stocked 
with raw materials, and unless a naval 
blockade is mounted, ships will be 
entering the docks. It is quite possible 
that businessmen will find it profitable 
and necessary to carry on business as 
usual 

MORNING CUNKER 

The tenth day of the Isle of Dogs 
struggle for national independence from 
the tyranny of Tower Hamlets has 
dawned. The emergerit nations throwing 
off the yoke of GLC imperialism have 
shown to the world that they can brook 
no interference with the onward march 
of progress, A Soviet Trade delegation 
has arrived ready to supply arms neces« 
sary for the defence of the workers' 
struggle in exchange for harbour facili¬ 
ties. a flow of imports, bases for measures 
against capitalist aggression and a 
cultural centre in Ibe Methodist Hall 
for performajices by the Bolshoi Ballet 
and the Red Army Choir. It is learned 
that CIA agents have been seen in¬ 
filtrating the Mill wall tunnel and plans 
are known to be afoot to turn Mill wall 
Football Club into a bascbaJl team. 

KNOrrY GORDIAN 
Twenty-five ditys after the seizure of 
power by tbe Isle of Dogs juma the 

United Nations has acted. In bold 
ringing tones it has declared that the 
breakaway government is illegal. It is 
not pred&ely disdo&ed what they can 

do about this but a motion has been 

gone through The United Nations will 
bi^ve the support of every peace- and 
hberty-luvifig progressive who supports 
It :md whilst uievilably we feel there 
ure commcrciiil difficulties (namely trade) 
ill the iniposuion of sanctions we mu^it 
not let Ibis stand in tJic way of affirming 
at every p«r>,ihk moment wljat we 

viand for regardless of the fact that 


I .SI WLl.K'S high winds meaiii u 
dciiiy ot * A'li duy^ lor iht -'pp^^iunce 
HI *\w Ml- ey uf thv' ,idditiur. 

to ihe - hell ol uiittr 

1 hsr v new giij U vei! smrll 

cresvs who huve tb- of bicvult^ io 
i-iiT*: aruijiid Tfi‘ quarlei-mile long vt^ 
togeikei with ilie improved turn-iound 
(KifurtitunLe and corixspondingly shorter 
ponod'i iivlioie, lliiv illustiidcii Ih prul» 
Icnn^ tricing MctievMde setimrn. who 
increasingly find tlicmsclves in (he .nne 
position a» land-based indtiiitfial workers, 
with more and more demao (Is being 
made on their work pcrfurmatiCG. 

In the cose of aeamen ihia is aggra- 


given the circumstances ultimate action 
is an imponderable. 

MORNING CLINKER 

The first month of the tyrannous 
puppet regime in the aptly-named Isle 
of Dogs has patecd. The free com¬ 
munities fled by Solly Kaye of Tower 
Ham lots) grouped around the GLC have 
shown to the world that they can brook 
no inierfercnee with ibc-onward. march 
of progress, ankec arms merchants 
are already ai work supplying aggressive 
weapons, driving a hard bargain for 
a duty-free port, dumping of surplus 
US goods, bases for weapons which 
will menace the heart of Whitechapel 
and centres for the dilfusion of de¬ 
generate Yankee culture. High-level 
Russian diplomats have made overtures 
to progressive elements in Greenwich 
and- Blackheath has been visited by 
the Bolshoi Theatre with a performance 
of Unde yimya in the Welfare Hall, 

DAILY HOG-TROTTER 
Guerillas operating in Bethnal Green 
have struck a blow for the free world. 
'Che' Healey, acting on advice from 
Mao Tse Tung, has swamped Club Row 
with supplies of the Little Red Book and 
portraits of Chairman Mao and Trotsky, 
It is felt thit this gesture of solidarity 
will hearten those comrades of 'neither 
Washington nor Moscow' who have been 
sticking it out for two months in the 
Isle of Dogs swampai^. As Chairntan Mao 
says, *Wc should support whatever the 
enemy opposes and oppose whatever 
the enemy supports/ 

DAILY HEIJOGILAPH 
it is reliably reported from Whitehall 
that miliiar> victory is expected in the 
Isle of Dogs at any time in the next 
twelve months. The first six months 
have been used by mdilary advisers to 
'Fower Hamlets esluhlishing a rapport 
with the borough council. Municipal 
employees have beeit trained in guerilla 
lauiics. Combat units have been set up 
to collect rents on behalf of the GLC 
It IS rumoured that it is possible that 
defoliants will bo ased in iKu municipal 


t red I.- Ih - v*ic n(,dy |iij|j« iinmbt,'] 
.4 iMUii Hire k ml Ihcii p^fSitiun is 

'.111 led Ml the li d rouiul ol (he ne- 
KvHiai'ins whtdi ai^ laknia phice bciween 
the .runKii's uniotf uuj thr -shipping 
icdciaui"^ At ihe first 
nucring. the union rcpi«tiital(vcs luriied 
down flat tlu emph*)^’'*' oiler of Ih)' 
on h.<sic p. 

( AR \MHtKI KS 

With iIh’ rectmimciideU return tu vvodt 
lit tiirlirigs bTiikc tacluiy^ Drumhciriiugh, 
(he Mci^eyside car imluairy would :!>eciu 
to bo in lor a jxriod of quiet. 

At the maxi meetiiii of Ford workerst 
held at Liverpoul Stidiuni two week.x 


MERSEYSIDE WORKERS 


This whole chapter, in fact, is an 
irreparable disaster, and the book would 
have been much better without it This 
sort of classification of society into its 
various elements and sub-sections is best 
left to soctologisU. 1 prefer to stick to 
the traditional divisions which anarchists 
have always held, having learned them 
from the people, I might add. such as; 
'rich and poor', 'them and m\ 'haves and 
have-nots\ Tulers and ruled', etc. Of 
course this is wrong, and an over-simpli¬ 
fication and ail the rest of it, but the 
point is, it’s not that wrong, and ifs not 
ihiit much of an over-simplification, 
parlicutariy when talking in terms of 
popular allegiances. No doubt the authors 
will take issue with me strongly about 
this and reiterate their reason for includ¬ 
ing such a chapter, namely that 'There 
is so much confusion that we have not 
only to spell out what is meant by 
"classes" but to explain it by diagrams.' 
A reasonable motive. I admit, if a trific 
condescending, bur 1 am far from con¬ 
vinced that such an approach will 
eliminate rather than increase the con¬ 
fusion of which they speak. 

It is a pity to end on a sour note and 
if whaf 1 have written above tends lo 
dissuade people from reading thrs book, 
then let me make plain that such was not 
my intention. It is a crucial book and 
the most important pubJicaiion to emerge 
from the English anarchist movement 
for some time, and although it should be 
read t^refully and critically, it SHOULD 
BE READ! II Dave Poulson. 


parks since there is thought to be 
considerable activity going on there after 
nightfall. it is not at the moment 
thought advisable to use lowdevd strike 
aircraft since these would obliterate 
London's dockland. The islanders' means 
of communication (bicycles and walking) 
are still operative and there is con¬ 
siderable infiltration into the East End 
and by MillwalJ Tunnel. Military 
experts do not know how to deal with 
this: there have been top-rariking sug¬ 
gestions of employing a nuclear deterrent 
but this is thi^ugbt by some to be 
inadvisable, 

DAILY REFLECTOR 

For nine months the canine population 
of Ihe Isle of Dogs have been wiihout 
their ration of pet-food. Manufacturers 
of the food have steadfastly refused 
to send their products to the Island. 
'Sanctions is SEmetion.s,' said a proniinent 
dog-food manufacturer. Sources on the 
embattled Isle reveal that the tellies 
are switched off at the commercials 
since these would cause offence to our 
dumb friends and their owners. Listless, 
with dull coals and without a welcome 
bark for that well-known tin, they 
stand about pleading for that which 
cannot be. M’m so desperate/ said dog- 
loving 28-year-oId strawberry blonde 
la undry-packer Mrs. Irene Scoggs. T can't 
give him anything but meat and bones/ 
Will not this move the stone-hearted 
men of Whitehall'? Where will it end? 

THE ISLE OF DOCS HERALD 

Fifteen months ago we made our 
stand for independence. Today the 
United Nations. Westminster and Tower 
Hamlets have seen the justice of our 
claim. We have been granted self- 
government, From now on citizens must 
pay their rates at the local office. The 
new school which has been re-opened 
will give all lessons in the Dog language. 
All road signs, police notices, summonses 
and rate demands will be in Dog 
liinguagti. This wilt, of course, cost 
extra and will be compuhury. Anybody 
found not speaking Dog, standing up 
for the Dog anthem tcomptmd bv 
B.ich) or not flying the Dog flag fa 
cocked dtig-leg riimpaiil) will be im¬ 
prisoned in the first of mu mnnieti'id 
projecls—lhe neW' jail. 

Dog Save the Queen! J.\t‘K SVgvri 


ago, the men voted on tlior stewards' 
recommeiulaiion to sinkc .igiiinst the 
eiuplovisrs' otter ol t-1 Do pile 

some gel rviuiindering (he iipjvircntly 
slioi I'Sighted sic Winds counting lK>th 
linml* uf the eager from tanks the 
men voted . 4 pp*oximaid> two to one 
to acveiH die lirni's otTer 

When the (iighi-shift turned in on 
the Moiidav, H for the [xiini, 

trim uml ipray ^hop to come out on 
1 trike on the grournU that they were 
being nsked to use 'black' material liom 
the Swansea axle Luiorv I his Intci 
being found li> he uiiiine, the whole 
phmi wuH working muiualiy by the 
following Monday. 

D(K KERS 

Liverpool Port Authorities and the 
TGWU alike are blaming the stewards 



(sEls (slBUJl S 


Any book not in .sfock, but lo 
print can be promptly supplied. 

Itook Tokexu: accepted, 

F lease add postage St cash w tlh 
order helps. 

Secondhand 

We liave a large .ntock of 
secofid-hand books. Pleas* let 
us know Hhai you want. 

This week’s seleefion. 

Oliver Untwisted M. A, Poync 4/- 

Saving Uhrfdren from Delinquency^ 

D.H. Stott 5/- 

The Newgate C'alcndBr 

cd. Sir Norman BirkctI 

(Folio Society) S/6 
Crime and Insanity W.C* Sullivan 6h 
The Guilty' anff the Innocent 

William BixJcy 4/«* 

Who Is For Liberty? 

Hugh Rotss Williamson 5/( 
The New World of CriinrC 
(USA 1933) Becbofer Roberts 8/6 

Cell 202 Lewis E, Lawes 6/-* 

The Face of Justice CaryII Chessman 10/- 
Ancient Law 

Sir Henry Maine (damaged) 5/- 
Time Out of Life Peter Baker 15/- 

The WoHd’s Earliest l4iws 

Chi Iperic Edwards 3/- 
Terrors of the Law Francis Watt 5/* 
The Newgate Garland or Flo wens 

of Hemp cd. W, L, Hanchant 6/- 
fhe Fifth .Amendment Today 
(1955) Erwin M. Griswold 6/- 

Ltberty Today {1934) C, E. M. J oa d 3/-* 
This Freedom of Ours Frank Birch 4/- 
The Great Dissenters 

Fred Reinfcld fpaperback) 3/- 
Tyranny; a Study in the Abuse of 
Power Maurice La ley 20/- 

fdeal Common wealths 

Plutarch. More. Campanella, etc. 6/- 
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FREEDOM weekly at 9d. 
and ANARCHY montlLly a1 3». 
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84 b Wbitceiiapel High Streot 
LondrOD El 
01-247 9249 
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Whitechapel Art Gollery exit 
AJdgate East Underground Stn. 
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Aaarchy: £1,16.0, S5.00 
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Freedom: £3J,4. $9.00 
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Both by Air: £117.0. SI 5.00 
Freedom by Air. Anarchy 
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Open inn limes: 
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‘NO MAN 
IS GOOD ENOUGH 
TO BE ANOTHER 
MAN‘S MASTERS 

POSTERS NOW ON SALE 

5 for 2s,6d. including postage 
from Freedom Press 

Dsh !—far pyposting?) 


in the 'Northern secuou' for the hold-np 

10 r^fuitnvcfit of 7,5(81 c?vtra docker^, 
TTi. Niuthcrn' sicvv.irib arc 

on ihtMr iitthi to rv^jottiuiund the extra 
men, the cnipWyei'i and the olTicaal 
White' t,;non want to pined out the 
bct'«k*ce!i them^dttri. Tr.i- 
ditiuiuiUv couiror through nomi- 

11 Ltrt?ns has been the hf*iie fur solid.iriiv 

cT! M(.r vvMcle dockers Kightl-. 
fh«y fed that thev hand over Ihi^ 
right, iheii it wdll only be a to alter of 
time before the axe of ‘hire and fire’ 
is usicd to chop down the rrulitants. 

Wobbly, 


















Scottish Teocbers - Heading for Beiroyol 


L ast week saw the first action by 


Scottish teachers lo press their long 
overdue ^vage claim of 20%. Selective 
strikes have been chosen as the main 
weapon, as j'n England. But have the 
English teachers gained their goal and 
docs it nealJy look as if they will? Will 
the Scottish teachers fare any better? 

Jn an earlier pR^^noM article this year 
I analyzed and attacked the English 
teachers' origan isations (NUT and NAS) 
as reactionary Tory bodies* merely re¬ 
sponding to rank and file pressure and 
with no real intention of truly pressing 
the teachers' claims. Jf this is (rue of 
England, the Scottish teachers' leadership 
is even worse. 

The majority of Scottish teachers be¬ 
long to the Educational Institute of 
Scotland—founded last century as a 'pro¬ 
fessional body'. The very base of this 
phoney union serves to show that any 
'militancy' from this lot must be regarded 
with a ver>' jaundiced eye. Like the 
English NUT, the EIS is largely under 
the control of the aged headmaster 
clique and its membeiship is largely 
based upon female primary school 
teachers. The membership, if anything, 

IS more reactionary than the leadership, 

Jt is, perhaf^. difilcult for people out¬ 
side the CaJvinistic prison of Scotland 
to appreciate the mentalety of the Scot¬ 
tish primary teacher. It has always been 
a job to which rigid adherents of the 
right wing Church of Scotland have been 
drawn. There exists, indeed (and this is 
nor nearly widely known)* a kind of 
‘fifth column' directly and deliberately 
urged into teaching by the Church. Scot¬ 
land is still, on the eve of the 2fst cen¬ 
tury, ridden by the repressive race of 


Sunday School teachers—dowdy, frus¬ 
trated, spotty, "specky’ virginal harridans, 
old before their time, who weekly indoc¬ 
trinate tiny children with anfi-CfirHiian 
Calvinist doctrines better suited to the 
ravings of Ian Paisley or the racialist 
Reformed Church of South Africa. Dur¬ 
ing the week, the same creatures infest 
the Scottish classroom—a chastity belt 
round their iron knickers and an EIS 
card in their handbags. Many of them 
are recruited from back wood country 
districts and regard their employers in 
the same deferent manner as their ncar- 
serf parents regard the ‘lairds'. They 
view themselves ns senrtinls and not as 
workers. 

The EIS maintains its leading position 
on such a base—further reinforced by a 
sizeable number of teachers from 
secondary schools—many (or most) gra¬ 
duates whose view of life is a classically 
petit bourgeois one. They join for two 
main reasons: 

T Nothing else really exists (except 
the Scottish Schoolmasters' Association 
and we shall come to that shortly); and 
2. The EIS provides a wide range of free 
or cheap services such as insurance and 
legal aid (the latter very important, due 
to the propensity of Scottish teachers 
towards near sadistic use of the leather 
‘tawse’ and the fact that most of them 
are far too quick to use their fists on 
fractious juvenile heads). 

The SSA is a body with one main 
plank in its middfe-efass platform—male 
supremacy. Any body with such a pro¬ 
gramme isn't worth The time of day, let 
alone the warm support, of any decent 
trade unionist. 

For a variety of reasons, the majority 


of women teachers will not fight for 
belter wages; this* is no excuse for aban¬ 
doning them and, thus, providing the 
government and councils with a trained 
force of blacklegs. The people realty 
concerned about their positions arc the 
young teachers—both primary and gradu* 
ate^—who arc married with young families 
and who, at the most dilTicull stage of 
their lives, are at the bottom of a 
miserable wage scale, 

1'hcrc is a sarcastic American workers’ 
song which runs, ‘Unions are for wor¬ 
kers, but a teacher's got prestige; he can 
feed his kids and pay his rents on that 
old “snabicssc oblige”' It just about 
sums up the teachers' pUghL The Inter¬ 
national Socialism group have repeated 
their English act by issuing a Scottish 
version of Rank and File, the IS con¬ 
trolled militant teachers' bulletin. As in 
England, it aims at pushing ‘reform’ of 
the EIS/SSA machines. What a waste of 
militant tiincf Tr>dng to alter these 
bodies is like trying to shovel out a con¬ 
stantly sclf-replcntshing shite heap. 


Two rca.sonab1y sane and elective 
courses of action arc being pushed by 
militants not concerned with advancing 
themselves (and their political facUons) 
within the bureaucracies of the EIS/SSA. 
The first is a mass emigration of leachei^ 
into the militant Association of Techni- ' 
cal. Scientific and Managerial Staffs—a 
genuine trade union. Some Edinburgh 
teachers have taken this step—to the 
accompaniment of horrified screams from 
the EIS. The other is the course most 
anarchists would adopt; the cTeation of 
new teachers* bodies—in which head¬ 
masters would be denied membership— 
organisations under the control of 
working teachers, constituted on a syndi¬ 
calist base with all officials serving for 
fixed terms under the rule of immediate 
recall. 

Isn't it about time that revolutionary 
and libertarian teachers north of the 
border got together and had a real go? 
There’s nothing to lose but the EIS, the 
SSA and a penurious existence, 

Un S. Sutherland, 
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The Agony 


\ 


Conference 


O FF THE BEATEN TRACK of 
ihcatreland, about eight minutes’ 
walk from Kings Cross, on Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays only, the Unity 
Theatre rs showing the /Igony of Black 
Panther activist Obi Egbima, which he 
penned whilst amongst us in our very 
own Brixton Jail 

Taken seriously with a pinch of salt, 
the play is cathartic in its openness 
and gentle irony that lie beyond send* 
mentalily and constitute what Dylan 
Thomas might have called another ‘Map 
of Love'. 


hi the USA Inquiries are now being 
made into the recent ‘crackdowns’ on 
Black Panthers there. (Sec report in 
Race Today published by Research 
Publications Services Ltd.., 11 Nelson 
Road. Greenwich, S.E.l, and Life Maga¬ 
zine of March 2.) Twenty-eight have 
been killed and more than 200 are 
in prison. They seem to have become 
the scapegoats in a racialist backlash. 
We share the London-based agony out 
of which a more united struggle for a 
saner society could emerge. 

Helen Mayer. 
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of Women’s Liberation 


I nPHE SUBJECT of oppression and 

liberation is of constant interest and 
concern to most of us, So it was no 
surprise when approximately 500 angry 
people, both women and men, gathered 
at RusJun College, Oxford to discuss 
the subject of women’s liberation The 
women came from aJJ walks of life 
and there was a fair cross-section of 
' trade union militants, socialists, house¬ 

wives, iDteliectuals, students, as well as 
a few suffragettes. 

Those of us who expected the emergence 
of a coherent philosophical theory on the 
nature of women’s oppression and libera¬ 
tion were disappointed—^no such earth- 
shaking theory emerged from the Con¬ 
ference. The approach was primarily 
pragmatic and we discussed various 
aspects of women’s oppression and 
liberation. 

There were basically three focal points 
to the Conference as far as discussion 
was concerned. The first focal point 
consisted in (he presentation of papers, 
which briefly outlined the work of some 
feminist organisations. This session was 
only open to women. The main ob¬ 
servation which / made about these 
groups may appear at first sight to 
be somewhat of a paradox; individually 
each group had its own ‘action’ area 
and method of analysis—the impression 
was therefore one of creative anarchy. 

JJut when viewed collectively, the group 
could be divided into those who worked 
and thought on Marxist lines, and 
those whose approach can be loosely 
defined as liberal. The Women's Equal 
Rights Campaign, the .Socialists, The 
Tu fneli Park Workshop were fairly 
representative of the first approach, 
whilst the Committee for Civil Rights 
for Women and Children of Broken 
Homes, the Pcckham Rye Workshop, 
the Open Door Council, Women on the 
Move and the Ginger-Bread Group 
represented the second approach. 

This paradox can be c.xplained on a 
number of grounds Historically, feminist 
organisations haven't suddenly come to 
!he forefront, Iheir growth has been 
mth piecemeal and fragmentary. The 
ubject of women's liberation (unlike 


growth of a movement, there is some¬ 
times a tendency in movements for a 
type of collectivisation if not polari¬ 
sation to occur, when it comes to relating 
one’s own political activity or strategy 
to the wider context of society as a 
whole. 

The main disagreement centred on the 
method of change, rather than the areas 
in which change was needed. There 
was a unanimous feeling in the Con¬ 
ference that these areas of change should 
permeate every area of a woman’s 
existence. The papers which were pre¬ 
sented at the Conference reflected this 
general discontent. They covered the 
economic field (the Myth of Equal 
Pay), the ‘political’ field (Militancy 
Amongst Working Class Women, and 
the Myth of Female Inactivity), the 
legal field (the Changing Patterns of 
Delinquency Amongst Women), the home 
(the House Bound Mother), the responsi¬ 
bility of society towards the mother 
(Child Rearing and Social Revolution). 
In addition there were discussions on 
female sexuality, and racism and fem¬ 
inism. It is perhaps significant that 
none of the papers were given special 
priority. It was basically up to every 
individual feminist to allocate or specify 
her own priority, and that priority 
depended very much upon which part 
of the spectrum of analysis she con¬ 
sidered to be the most important. 

The third and final focal point of 
discussions coasisted of resolutions, 
which were passed at the end of the 
Conference. This se.ssion was only open 
to women, These resolutions reiterated 
the importance of the feminist move¬ 
ment and its continuance. It also pointed 
to the need for more analysis and 
research. The Conference agreed that 
National and Regional Conferences 
should be held every six and three 
month.s respectively. A National Co¬ 
ordinating Commitlee and an Inter¬ 
national Committee should be established 
to act as information centres on the 
activities of femini.st organisations in 
the UK and abroad. Research groups 
should be established to analyse the 
role which women have played in 





Aberdeen Housing Leaflet 


I T'S AMAZING what you can find in 
your own city—if you go out and look 
for it! The first print of our housing 
leaflet has been distributed recently lo 
selected areas of town. It is our eventual 
plan to produce a pamphlet on local 
housing in the future and quite a bit 
of material has come our way already. 
Behind the facade of ‘The Granite City’. 


there exists some bloody awful housing. 
One idea put forward is that we run 
an ‘exhibition’ on the city main street, 
complete with lots of enlarged photo¬ 
graphs of the worst cases we ve found. 
As soon as we raise some more money, 
we'll reprint the leaflet and tackle some 
more areas. 

Un S. Sutherland. 


Fishermen & PD will Fight 


'OR CENTURirS the fishermen fished 


170 R CE 

* for eels in Lough Neagh, Britain’s 
largest lake. The area has the richest 
harvest of cels in Europe and they are 
in great demand on the London market, 
in the 17lli century, however, the 
lohhers arrived. The most prominent 
was Sii Arthur Chichester, ancestor of 


Toome Eel Fisheries Board (N() who 
bought in on the ground floor of the 
racket send well over 11 million lbs. 
of eels to London, over SO'):, of the 
market. The fishermen arc being forced 
oil tlic Lough. Absurd regulations re¬ 
strict them. BaililTs attack them. Des¬ 
mond ‘£200 a day’ Boal (Shankill MP 


Revolutionary Struiigk in South Afritm. 

Public Meeting at Conway Hall. Rc4 
Lion Square« (Holborn TubcK 

on MondaVi, March Ih, 7.30 pm. 

Speakers: I. B. Tabaia, President. 

Unity Movement ol South Africa; 

N. Honono, President, All-African 
Convention. Chairman: Tariq Ali. 

David Whitmiin, please ring 021-474 4716. 

Couple would like to rent house in 
country during August. Offers lo 
B, Blakeman. 116 Hassell Street, 

Newcastle, Staffs. 

Now is Ihe time for war tax resistance. 

The most powerful acts against war 
have been those of the young men 
of the Resistance who have said NO 
to the draft. Now it is time for 
those of us who have been paying 
for the war in Vietnam to say NO 
to taxes for war, loin usl War Tax 
Resistance, 339 Lafayellc Street, New 
York, N.Y. 10012. Write and ask 
for information. Phone (212) 477- 
2970. 

AFBIB* See AFB list, page 2, for pro¬ 
duction of Bulletin. 

*The .Agony % play that Obi Egbuna* 

Black Panther activist, wrote in 
Brixton Prison, Unity Theatre: 

February 21 lo March IS, Fridays, 

Saturdays and Sundays. Members 
only, ,Associalc membership ?,^6d, 

Sharpville. Saturday, March 21. Event 
Trafalgar Square 3 p.m. 

SharpYiIle. Sunday, March 22, Freedom 
Theatre. Lyceum, Strand, 7.30 p.m, 

Sharpville massacre 10th anniver¬ 
sary. 

Wanted. Working secondhand TV with 
BBC2. State price. Contact T. (2ar- 
mack, c/o Freedom Press- 
Anarchist answer to the CP's ‘Ultra 
Leftism in Britain' and other pseudo- 
leftists (pamphlet). Laurens Otter, 

35 Natal Road, CR4 8QH, 

Literary-type occupation, c.g. translaUon, 
research, sought by home-based 
anarchist. Liz Willis, 44 Atlantic 
Avenue, Belfast 15. f 

Now available: Solidarity Chicago’s Anar- * 

chist Wall (Calendar. Page a month. 

17/6 inc. post from Freedom Book¬ 
shop. 

Manchester Anti-Election Campaign, Bill 
West, 16 Northern Grove, West 
Didsbury, Manchester 20. Meetings 
every Wednesday. 

Regional Conference, Sunday, March 14, 

1 p.m., Vanbrugh College, Hesling* 
ton, York. Send material for agenda 
duplication as soon as possible. 
Details and map will be sent. Ma¬ 
terials and enquiries to R. O. Atkins 
at the above address. 

Miguel Garcia Garcia will speak at 
meetings and to groups. Expenses 
required. Contact S. Christie, 10 
Gilbert Place, London. W.C.L 
Tory Five Point Fascism Electioneering, 

We must start our work now—pre¬ 
paration for printed leaflets and 
posters for a nationwide factory gate 
campaign—money and ideas needed 
—Interested? Contact L.S.F., c/o 

Keith Nathan. Vanbrugh College, 
Heslinglon, York. 

Syndicalist Workers Federation, New 
address: 18 Scoresdalc, 12 Beulah 
Hill, S.E.19. 

York Group Need Speakers, Expenses 
and accommodation arranged. Write 
R. Atkins, Vanbrugh College, Hes- 
lington, York. 

Every Tuesday Evening at Freedom Hall 
informal discussion / entertainment 
chess evenings. Small musical ir 
struments and pocket chess sets we 
corned. Refreshments. From 7 pj 
admission 2/-, Proceeds to Pre 
Fund. All Welcome. 

Urgent, Help fold and dispatch Freed 
every Thursday from 4 p.m. onwai 
Tea scr\xd. 


Mulatcstn Poster Screen Printed, 7/6 ( 
post) from Freedom Bookshop, 
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the corrupt iiiid hvcompclent oaf laugli- and IJVF brains) prosecutes them. There 


)r example women's emancipation), history, and also to find alternatives to 


)vcrs a Wide spectrum of analysis, which 
lows for the mushrooming of a number 
feminist groups, (The group reports 
looted this factor, and dealt with 
yjects ranging from a change in the 
inomic structure of society to the 
rretionary powers on the part of the 
fa/ Security officials.) But however 
; the spectrum of analysis, and 
ever loosely structured the historical 


the nuclear family. The one resolution 
which advocated some form of im¬ 
mediate political action urged the 
Government lo pass legislation similar 
to the Race Relations Act (without the 
criminal sanclion), which in Us turn 
would lead to the establishment of a 
Sex Relations Board, 


Our CORRILSCONDENT. 


jHkfnf by Freedom Press. L«iidM. E.l Printad bg Exikui Malm, LoDdoa, E.I. 


ingly lefcrred to these days of PM of NI. 

In 1601 Sir Arlhiir said, ‘I have found, 
said and written that it is fuminc that 
must consume the Irish as our swords 
and other endeavours work not that 
speedy elTect which is expected. No 
course will bring the country into quiet 
hut famine which is well begun and 
will daily increase.’ They burnt the 
crops, stole the land by force of arms 
and killed those fishermen they could 
catch on the Lough. 

Today they act more ‘legally’. The 


arc no canning or processing factories 
here so the profits even are spent in the 
detritus of London. 

But the fishermen arc fighting back. 
For years now bailifis’ terrorism—boats 
sunk, fishermen Fired upon, etc.—has 
been met with resistance, including 
sobolage. Today the bailifis arc more 


to the Stormont fascists instead ol 
European capitalists. Arboe (on 
shores of the Lough) Fishermen’i 
is holding meetings, pickets and di 
strations all round the Lough, 
demand an end to robber lord 
robber ‘rights’. The Lough be\o 
the fishermen. Only a fishermer 
lective, established on voluntarx 


frightened. The fishermen are organiz- can solve their problems. If the 


mg. Tlte local priest who organized 
the fishermen’s co-operative wants to 
see the Lough nationalized. This is 
useless, it merely means the profits go 


Eel Fisheries think that a si 
force and guns can intimidate th 
men they’ve another think and 
surprise coming. Sean McGi 









































